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Concert Night- Year 10 item ï I know who I am 

 

What an amazing journey with God! To God be the glory for the things He has done. 

From 25 students (who were struggling academically) in 2004 and being still a campus of 

Lighthouse Christian College in Keysborough using two rooms without windows in the 

Cranbourne Library and depending on public facilities for amenities and play area to being a 

school in its own right having 770 students who are performing exceptionally well 
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academically and with quality buildings of our own. We had 3 staff members then and now 

over 100 staff and all this without a school signboard or advertisement is indeed a miracle of 

God! We can truly say ï Ebenezer. 

 

School Overview 

Having registered as an independent school in January 2008, Lighthouse Christian College 

Cranbourne (LCCC) completed its 9th year of existence at the end of 2016. LCCC is dedicated 

to helping Christian families (especially of Pentecostal persuasion) by providing affordable 

and good quality Christian education for their children.  As an independent school, we are 

committed to providing the choice that many Christian families are looking for in terms of the 

type of education for their children.  In 2008 LCCC only received registration for Prep to 

Year 8. We received approval to go up to Year 10 as of 2011 and approval for Year 11 and 

Year 12 as of 2012 and 2013 respectively.  In 2016, we had our fourth cohort of Year 12 

students graduate from our school. There were only 36 students in all.   In terms of VCE 

subjects, we were able to offer 13 subjects and a few more by Distance Education.  Over the 

years, God has helped us hold on to the heavenly vision and the school has continued to 

experience strong enrolment growth, increased staff numbers, many new facilities etc.  Our 

students continue to perform exceptionally well in the NAPLAN tests, showing that the 

school-home partnership is continuing to bear fruit.  All our VCE students obtained a full 

VCE certificate. Year 12 students of 2016 have set new records in academic performance 

something that those of future years can aspire to improve on. We did not have any 

indigenous students at our school in 2016. Our vision to serve the indigenous community is 

not abated but we will look to the Lord for new inroads. The growth of our school population 

necessitated that we build more classrooms so we are in the process of getting permits to build 

more classrooms. There has been interest shown by churches at other locations to start a 

school like ours and so campuses are a possibility.  We give thanks to God, the Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who has helped us thus far and to the school community that has stood by 

the vision of the school. 

Vision 

To build a unique school that will equip a Godly and skilled generation to reach their God-

given destiny and transform their community. 

 

Enrolment 

At census 2016, the school enrolment had increased to 770 students. The increase of 72 is in 

reality an intake of more than 100 new students when we take into account the 35 students 

who exited from Year 12 and small numbers who exited other year levels. Our Prep intake of 

71 meant that Prep remained double streamed. We are running short of classrooms and will 

need to build another block to accommodate the growth. By the end of 2016, we had planning 

permission to build a double story block with 15 classrooms which is now almost at lock up 

stage. 

Not only do we need more buildings but we need to seek Casey Councilôs approval to 

increase our enrolment ceiling of 900 students on site to 1200   What began in the words of 

many as a bubble, has proven to be consistent growth instigated and sustained by God.  Our 

growth to date for the last 9 years and into 2017 is tabulated below. 
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YEAR 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013    2014 2015 2016 2017 
No. of students 128 174 200 286 377 495 631 698 770 855 

% increase 41% 36% 15% 43% 32% 31% 27% 10.6 % 10.3% 11% 

No. of staff 17 25 26 34 59 65 85 100 112  

 

Year level sizes for 2016 were as follows  
Year level Prep 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12  

No. of students 71 79 77 59 68 72 50 71 60 38 53 36 36 770 

Male 40 48 37 26 37 32 24 30 23 20 25 12 13 367 

Female 31 31 40 33 31 40 26 41 37  18 28 24 23 403 

 

 

Class sizes over the years: 

 

  P G1 G2 G3 G4 G5 G6 Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11 Y12   

2008 26 25 27 24 26                 128 

2009 31 29 28 29 22 35                 174 

2010 25 37 33 27 23 25 30                 200 

2011 34 30 35 34 32 30 36 31 34   296 

2012 42 35 35 40 40 37 38 42 20 18 15 15     377 

2013 46 50 45 46 50 50 43 41 46 26 21 17 14 495 

2014 54 55 58 59 49 33 30 25 40 53 22 26 26 21 33 24 18 626 

2015 54 15 59 62 62 30 39 46 32 35 16 45 18 30 38 14 19 30 35 19 698 

2016 48 23 50 29 51 28 38 21 36 32 35 37 50 26 45 21 39 38 24 29 36 36 770 

 

We had composite grades from 2008 to 2011. From 2012, there were no more composite 

grades but rather large sized classes of 35 to 62 students due to lack of classrooms. We had up 

to three teacherôs aides to help in the large classes. Almost all our teacherôs aides are tertiary 

graduates (Bachelor and higher). Currently, almost every grade has been double streamed and 

when we have enough classrooms, they will be triple streamed. 

 óWord of mouthô continues to be our only form of advertisement and the rapid growth of 

enrolment is Godôs favour and partly a reflection of parent satisfaction with the schools 

vision.   

 

Student Attendance 

Average student attendance during the period of Student Attendance Data Collection (from 

January to June) was 93 %. Preps and VCE students were not included in the survey. The 

attendance of students was excellent. Generally, students are away only due to illness or if 

visiting family overseas. Many of our students have grandparents overseas and have to take 

time off school to visit them. 
 

Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Boys' % 93.3 96.3 93.2 94.1 92.2 92.9 95 95.2 93.7 91.5

Girls' % 90.1 94.4 93.2 91.9 93.1 92.7 91.8 94 93.4 88.5

Average % 92.0% 95.4% 93.2% 93.1% 92.7% 92.8% 93.1% 94.5% 93.6% 90.0%

 

Student non-attendance is carefully monitored by the marking of attendance twice a day (at 

9.00am and at 2.00pm). If no phone call is received by 9.30am on the day of absence, the 

office staff will contact the parents to determine reason for absence. In addition, a note for 
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absence must be written in the studentôs diary by the parent, to be presented to the class 

teacher. Daily whole school absences are recorded in a diary at the front desk. Late arrivals 

and early dismissals are also recorded in separate folders at the main office. Attendance is 

also maintained in electronic form for the purpose of reporting to the government. 

  

Staff details (non casual staff as per census day) 

Staff  Teaching Male Female Non Teaching Male Female 

Full Time  67 31 9 22 36 7 29 

Part Time 33 13 2 11 20 8 12 

Total 100 44 11 33 56 15 41 

FTE 87.4 40.1 10.6 29.5 47.3 11 36.3 

 

There were no indigenous staff employed at the school in 2016. 

We had at least another 20 casual staff so the administration had to keep track of about 120 

staff. 

Staff signed in daily to show attendance and any absence required the completion of a leave 

form. 

 

Staff attendance in 2016 was outstanding.  The dedication of LCCC staff was exceptional. 

Once again, no external casual relief teachers were employed as all absences were replaced 

internally. This was a financial saving to the school and also provided better continuity of 

study for our students. Staff attendance rate for 2016 was 98% (not taking into consideration 

leave taken without pay).   

Attrition rate for 2016 was about 6.5%. Staff retention rate was 93.5%.  

As many as 18 of our ex students who were attending tertiary studies did casual part time 

work at the school. 

 

Teacher Qualifications 

All LCCC teachers are registered with the Victorian Institute of Teaching and hence hold 

suitable qualifications to teach in Victoria.  Teachers hold degrees ranging from Bachelors to 

PhD in their areas of speciality. Almost all our teacherôs aides hold at least a Bachelors 

degree.  Our team of teachers, with considerable years of teaching experience, are dedicated 

to making sure that students succeed academically. All  Literacy and Numeracy from Prep to 

Year 12 are taught by specialist staff (that is, they have majored in the area).  Staff continued 

to offer after school classes to help students and these were well attended. VCE teachers held 

after school and holiday classes to help our students succeed and the school is grateful for 

their dedication. Our teachers are also capable of caring for the whole person because of their 

spiritual commitment. They attended weekly staff meetings, various staff (professional 

development) in-services and external professional development meetings to improve their 

ability to serve the students.   
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Student Progress & Achievements 
Student Learning 

 

Our students continued to make excellent academic progress due to the combined efforts of 

teachers and parents.  Students had good attitude to study and were committed to doing 

homework. The NAPLAN results were indicative of the progress being made by students at 

our College.  The Australian newspaper has ranked us as number 21 in the state amongst all 

Primary schools and number 11 in the state amongst the Secondary schools. That is an 

excellent result and we can thank the Lord and our community for it. This is just another by-

product of our commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ for He is the Lord of all wisdom and 

knowledge.  

 

NAPLAN Results from 2013 to 2016 

Data included in this section were obtained from the óMy Schoolô website.  More detailed 

information regarding progress made by students can be found on the website. For 2016, the 

socio-economic standard of our families has dropped to 1049 from 1077 in 2015. The ICSEA 

value decrease implies that we are catering for more families who are needy.  For the vast 

majority of families, English is not their first language. In reality, about 85% of our students 

probably will not use English except at school. This is one of the reasons why we offer free 

English tuition after school. 

 

Despite the disadvantage of being from non-English speaking background, our students 

performed very well right across the board. The average performance of LCCC students has 

exceeded the national average in Reading Comprehension at all levels. This has, in the past, 

been our weakest area and we are implementing more strategies to make sure that the use of 

English does not stop with the school hours. 

 

As most of you are aware, we have already started Bible comprehension on a daily basis after 

school. This was a God inspired strategy when I was about to be satisfied with what we were 

already achieving. God said that we can do better. I am sure this is going to bring many 

benefits in the lives of our children and that of our families. Improvement in English is going 

to be one of them. 

 

The following is a tabulated summary of the primary and secondary school results as 

displayed on the óMy Schoolô website starting with 2016 which is the most recent to 2013.  
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The performance of students in 2014 displayed above and 2013 is displayed below. 

 

 
 

LCCC average is in large bold and our range below it. SIM stands for similar schools and 

ALL stands for the average of all schools. The green shading makes it obvious that the 
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average performance of our students is well above that of similar schools and the state in most 

areas of assessment. We give glory to God for such exceptionally good result. Special thanks 

to our teachers and parents.   

2014 results for our school can be viewed on the same site as follows: 

 

Students sit for NAPLAN in Grade 3, Grade 5, Year 7 and Year 9.  To be able to judge the 

progress made by students in 2016, we need to compare their performance in 2014.  This 

progress is an outstanding achievement for a school like ours where the majority only speak 

English as a second language. May I acknowledge the extra effort put in by our English 

teachers Mrs Simon, Mrs. Wesley, Mrs Burratto, Mrs Alex, Mrs Kenneth, Mrs Wankadia, Mr. 

Choi and Miss Tang, etc. to achieve this progress.  

 

Our students have performed exceptionally well in Numeracy at all levels and Mrs Yong and 

Mrs Jacob, Mrs. Fang, Mrs. Joseph, Mrs. Padmaja are to be congratulated for their input in 

achieving this success. As can be observed from the tabulated figures given, we had an 

outstanding performance in Literacy and numeracy. In most areas the lowest figure in the 

range given to our results is above the highest figure given to similar schools. For instance our 

lowest figure given in the Grade 3 numeracy is 445 while the highest figure given in the range 

for similar schoolsô is 418, In Grade 5 numeracy, our lowest is 536 and similar schoolsô 

highest is 510. We can observe the same pattern in all the results except in Grade 3, 5 and 

Year 9 Reading. Let us work at our Reading comprehension while we maintain the rest and 

see our children perform better.  All these good results could not have been possible if our 

Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 teachers had not laid such a good foundation in literacy and 

numeracy. (See óMy Schoolô website for greater detail.) 

 

We appear on various school ranking websites as one of the top Primary and Secondary 

school for academic success in Victoria. I sincerely thank the school community for their 

whole hearted support for the academic success of our children.  Homework is part of the 

secret to our studentsô success.  While many educationalist waste their time debating the 

benefits and detrimental effects of homework, our students have evidenced the benefits and 

are much more resilient to any sort of pressure including homework. Let us not be carried 

away by skewed research results and maintain what we know are tried and tested methods of 

teaching. We know that surveys can obtain any desired result depending on the questions 

asked. There are also too many Phd. students who need some new topic to work on. There are 

negligible mental health issues amongst our students because our children are dependent on 

the Word and the Spirit which gives light and life. We encourage them to meditate on 

wholesome material and to avoid the viewing of movies and programs that disturb their mind. 

In this matter, you, parents are a vital support for the well being of our students. 

 

NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP S (Initiatives and their progress) 

In 2016, we continued the initiatives started under National Partnerships including, óPause, 

Prompt and Praiseô program which was a great strategy for staff and parents to use in helping 

children in their reading and comprehension skills. 

We continued to use the PAT and other testings that were carried out as of 2011 to get a fairly 

objective understanding of student progress. 
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LEAD SURVEY  
Lighthouse Christian College Cranbourne participated in the LEAD survey organised by ISV 

along with other independent schools in 2016. Staff, parents and students were asked to 

complete a questionnaire to determine the level of parent satisfaction, staff satisfaction and 

student satisfaction with the school in various areas. We participate in the survey every 

alternate year. The next eight pages are a summary of the report from the 2016 survey in chart 

fromat.  

First chart gives us an overall view of how parents at LCCC view the Collegeôs 

performance in the different domains of school effectiveness. 

 
 

The radar chart above indicates that our parents are very satisfied with the school and would 

want us to keep going the way we are. 232 parents out of 384 participated in the survey and 

the margin of error is 4%. 
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The student perceptions shows that they are expecting more of the College.  The school 

intends to take on the challenge of meeting that expectation within the next couple of years. 

As we all know, young children especially during teenage years, donôt always know what is 

good for them or even the blessings they are experiencing and are easily influenced by a 

society that is in an entitlement mode wanting all the fun and success without pain. We also 

know that without pain there is no gain. That is why we give them parental guidance. The 

next chart shows that by the time our students get to Year 12 most of them appreciate the pain 

of work they had to put in, in earlier years. 

 

 


